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Franciscan Common Ground
A One-Day Inter-Franciscan Conference on Migration

 “In recent centuries, millions of people came to this land to pursue their dream 
of building a future in freedom. We, the people of this continent, are not fearful of 
foreigners, because most of us were once foreigners…when the stranger in our midst 
appeals to us, we must not repeat the sins and the errors of the past. We must resolve 
now to live as nobly and as justly as possible, as we educate new generations not to 
turn their back on our neighbor.”

Pope Francis’ Speech to the US Congress, September 24, 2015

Introduction

 For decades, the Catholic Church and numerous congregations of women and 
men in the United States have made numerous declarations in support of migrants/
immigrants and refugees. Various Franciscans communities are among these 
congregations seeking fair treatment for undocumented immigrants and refugees. 
These communities have united their voices with other immigrant justice advocates in 
pursuit of fair treatment for undocumented immigrants by calling for a revision of the 
unjust provisions of the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act 
of 1996.

Pope Francis prays at the US/Mexico border in Ciudad Juárez on February 17, 2016



 The Franciscans of the Holy Name Province and its Justice, Peace, and Integrity 
of Creation (JPIC) Directorate, faithful to its initiative on Immigration Reform, believe 
that our calling is to welcome migrants/immigrants and refugees and to stand with 
them in their struggle for justice.

 As followers of the poor man of Assisi, we recognize that migration/immigration 
reform and the current refugee crisis present complex challenges. These challenges 
often divide people of good will. We cannot remain silent and noncommittal on these 
issues. Our life of Gospel commitment compels us to love, to care for, and to seek 
justice for the “foreigners and strangers” in our midst.

 In the face of these contemporary moral issues, our Franciscan voice must be 
raised in solidarity. Thus, the Migrant Center at the Church of St. Francis of Assisi, 
in close collaboration with Holy Name Province JPIC, Franciscans International and 
Franciscan Action Network, is taking the initiative to organize a one-day conference 
entitled Franciscan Common Ground.

 Franciscan Common Ground will be a one-day conference on migration1  that 
seeks to engage the members of the Franciscan family,2 as well as lay partners in 
ministry, and key partner organizations and institutions,3 in dialogue and network-
building aimed at generating a consistent, coordinated, and timely response to 
migration/immigration and refugee issues in the United States.

1 The primary focus is on immigration and refugee issues, and other issues that contribute to forced 
migration.

2 First, Second and Third Orders both Regular and Secular.
3 Organizations and institutions with which we collaborate on immigration, refugees and human rights 

issues.

Capuchin and OFM Friars stand in vigil with the Migrant Center in New York City (left) 
and Fray Tomás González, OFM of Casa del Migrante La 72 in Tenosique, Mexico (right) 



Franciscan Common Ground 
hopes to achieve the following:

1. To create a venue — a common ground — for the Franciscan family, lay partners 
in ministry and key partner organizations and institutions, for dialogue towards a 
collective4 response to these issues. Moreover, it is hoped that Franciscan Common 
Ground will lead to an examination of our connection and involvement in the lives of 
our immigrant brothers and sisters, resulting in a commitment through the Franciscan 
Common Ground Pledge.5  

2. To hear and share stories of immigrants as well as their advocates, to understand 
the current array of policies that affect immigrant lives, and to be made aware of policy 
gaps and alternatives that can be pursued to address migration issues and concerns.6 

3. To mobilize the Franciscan family, lay partners in ministry and key partner 
organizations and institutions by creating the widest possible network of information 
and support.7 

4. To empower, through education and legislative action,8 migrant advocates in the 
Franciscan family, along with their lay partners in ministry and key partner organizations 
and institutions.

4 There is not yet a collective Franciscan response, and hopefully a collective sense will be reached 
through this conference. For this reason, a common-ground dialogue is crucial. A collective 
Franciscan response to the migration/immigration and refugee issues may take varied forms.

5 The Franciscan Common Ground Pledge is a postcard sized pledge card that contains concrete 
actions that individuals promise to do as advocates for migrants/immigrants and refugees and as 
part of the proposed network of information and support. The other side of the card is a Franciscan 
Common Ground Prayer, a prayer that asks for the grace to open eyes, hearts, arms and lips in 
defense of migrants.

6 To understand the migration narrative is to use existing documents such as the ones coming from 
USCCB/Justice for Immigrants and CLINIC, to name a few. A good example of these documents 
coming from USCCB is the Catholic Bishops’ Call for Comprehensive Immigration Reform.

7 There is no network that currently exists, but there are numerous Franciscan centers, parishes, 
and individuals already doing advocacy work for migrants/immigrant and refugees. Their coming 
together in dialogue and engagement through this conference will give birth to a network of 
information and support. This network may also serve as a link between the sending and receiving 
countries. Worthy of mention here is the work of Padre Tomas Gonzalez Castillo of La 72 Hogar-
Refugio para Personas Migrantes. Another possible outcome of the conference is the creation of a 
directory of information and support for migrants.

8 This is where the work of Franciscan Action Network and ally organizations engaged in lobbying and 
advocacy is crucial.



Conference Program 
Skills Workshop/Educational Workshop

 The conference will open with a prayer service and with “voices of immigrants,” 
consisting of testimonies from individuals expressing their struggles and hopes in 
migrating to the U.S. 

 This will be followed by a keynote address on the “state of immigration reform in 
the US and what a faith-based or Franciscan response would look like.”  A “talk back” 
and an open forum to conclude the morning session will follow the keynote address.

 The afternoon session will include Education and Advocacy workshops such as:
 
 • Why Reform the Broken US Immigration System? 
 • DACA and DAPA Executive Relief
 • Faith-based organizing for Immigration Reform
 • and others

 The conference will conclude with a “speak out,” a proposed course of action 
and formalization of a network of information and support through the Franciscan 
Common Ground Pledge.

Additional Information

Set Date: Saturday, May 21, 2016 from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Conference Venue: San Damiano Hall of the Church of St. Francis of Assisi

Funding, Accommodation, etc.:  The conference is free, and lunch and snacks will be 
provided. Transportation expense to and from the conference and lodging will be the 
responsibility of the participants. However, the Migrant Center and the conference 
steering committee will help participants in securing free or affordable lodging.

Registration: Register on http://franciscancommonground.org

Continuum

 It is hoped that Franciscans in other parts of the U.S., Central and South Americas, 
Asia, and Europe will replicate an initiative like the Franciscan Common Ground.

   Find us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/fcgcon/ 


